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University of Pittsburgh

FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Department of Physics and Astronomy

May 1L, 1976

Dr. Kip S. Thorne

Kellogg Radiation Laboratory
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California 91109

Dear Colleague:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter that we recently
received from our former student, Dr. Roger Posadas, who until
several years ago had been chairman of the Physics Department at
the University of the Philippines. His letter makes clear the
reason for our own.

We have written to President Marcos (with copies to the
other suggested recipients) along the lines suggested by Dr.
Posadas. If you feel that you could also write, it might aid in
gaining clemency for Dr. Posadas and his wife, and in any case
would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you.
Sincerely yours, =D
~ 77 ()1 . {2 3 “//{)vam.
/ z {t/ { 1 ) » - | o4 S
5/(/4// Gy C Yo / :
/ J
Allen I. Janis Ezra T. Newman
Professors of Physics
ATIJ/ETN:vr
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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91125

THEORETICAL ASTROPHYSICS 130-33 TELEPHONE (213) 795-601%

November 30, 1976

His Excellency

Ferdinand E. Marcos, President
Republic of the Philippines
Malacanang Palace

Manila, Philippines

Dear President Marcos,

This letter concerns Dr. Roger Posadas, who is now being held in prison
in the HPC Stockade at Camp Crame, Quezon City. I have known Dr. Posadas’
contributions to scientific research since 1969, when he was a student at
Pittsburgh University. His research on the motion and structure of singu-
larities in general relativity is among the most important contributions that
have been made to this subject during the sixty years since Albert Einstein
presented the world with his theory of general relativity.

I was much saddened to learn that Dr. Posadas is being detained in
prison. I am saddened (1) because of my warm personal feelings toward him,
(2) because in prison he is unable to contribute effectively to the world's
scientific research effort on general relativity theory, and (3) because in
prison he is unable to contribute to the growth and improvement of Philippine
science.

I respectfully urge that, in the interests of international scientific
cooperation, and in the interests of the scientific development of your own
country, Dr. Posadas be released from prison.

Dr. Posadas has been invited, officially, to attend the International
Conference on General Relativity and Gravitation in Waterloo, Canada next
August. It is very important for him to attend this Conference. He has
been out of direct contact with American and European theoretical physicists
since 1970. His future contributions to international and Philippine science
would be much enhanced by attending the Conference, since there he can bring
himself up to date on recent research and reestablish contact with the inter-
national scientific community. I respectfully suggest that he be appointed
as the representative of your country at this Conference.



His Excellency

Ferdinand E. Marcos, President
November 30, 1976

Page Two

_ Dr. Posadas is a valuable resource for your country and for the world.
I urge that we begin utilizing his scientific talents once again.

KST:pg

~ce:

Hon. Juan Ponce Enrile
Secretary of National Defense
Camp Aguinaldo

Quezon City

Maj. Gen. Fidel Ramos

Chief, Philippine Constabulary
Camp Crame

Quezon City

Mrs. Linda S. Posadas
Department of Physics
University of the Philippines
Diliman

Quezon City

Respectfully yours,

M;PQ);SXJ\WQ/ |

Kip S. Thorne
Professor of Theoretical Physics at Caltech
Member, U. S. National Academy of Sciences
Member, International Committee on

General Relativity and Gravitation



INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

TO pATE November 30, 1976
FROM Kip S. Thorne EXTENSION 1598 maiL cope 130-33

susJsect Dr. Roger Posadas

Dr. Roger Posadas is one of less than ten physicists with Ph.D.'s in
the Philippines. When he first returned to the Philippines in 1970, from
the United States where he was educated, Dr. Posadas was made the Chairman
of the Department of Physics at the University of the Philippinés. Approx-—
imately one year later he was branded a subversive by the Philippine military
authorities because of his political activities. Like so many other members
of the Philippine intellectual community, he then went into hiding to avoid
indefinite detention. He was caught and arrested early this year and has been
held in prison, without official charges being brought against him since then.
Further details are spelled out in two letters from him, of which I attach
copies.

Would you be willing to sign the attached letter which I have written to
President Marcos in behalf of Dr, Posadas? 1If not, would you like to write a

separate letter of your own?
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

CALIEFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

TO Dr. W. A. Fowler paTE November 30, 1976
FROM Kip S. Thorne EXTENSION 1598 wmaiL cope 130-33

sussect Dr. Roger Posadas

Dr. Roger Posadas is one of less than ten physicists with Ph.D.'s in
the Philippines. When he first returned to the Philippines in 1970, from
the United States where he was educated, Dr. Posadas was made the Chairman
of the Department of Physics at the University of the Philippines. Approx-
imately one year later he was branded a subversive by the Philippine military
authorities because of his political activities. Like so many other members
of the Philippine intellectual community, he then went into hiding to avoid
indefinite detention. He was caught and arrested early this year and has been
held in prison, without official charges being brought against him since then.
Further details are spelled out in two letters from him, of which I attach
copies.

Would you be willing to sign the attached letter which I have written to
President Marcos in behalf of Dr. Posadas? If not, would you like to write a

separate letter of your own?
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RECEIVED

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOG¥C 81976

OFFICE OF THE

PROVOST
TO Dr. Robert Christy , paTe November 30, 1976
FROM Kip S. Thorne EXTENSION 1598 wmaiL copeE 130-33

susJect Dr. Roger Posadas

Dr. Roger Posadas is one of less than ten physicists with Ph.D.'s in
the Philippines. When he first returned~to the Philippines in 1970, from
the United States where he was educated, Dr. Posadas was made tﬁe Chairman
of the Department of Physics at the University of the Philippines. Approx-
imately one year later he was branded a subversive by the Philippine military
authorities because of his political activities. Like so many other members
of the Philippine intellectual community, he then went into hiding to avoid
~indefinite detention. He was caught and arrésted early this year and has been
held in prison, without official charges being brought against him since then.
Further details are spelled out in two letters from him, of which I attach
copies.

Would you be willing to sign the attached letter which I have written to
President Marcos in behalf of Dr, Posadas? 1If not, wéuld you like to write a

separate letter of your own?

)
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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91125

' THEORETICAL ABTROPHYSICS 130-33 TELEPHONE (213) 793-6811

December 15, 1976

His Excellency

Ferdinand E. Marcos, President
Republic of the Philippines
Malacanang Palace

Manila, Philippines

Dear President Marcos,

We are writing this letter out of concern for Dr. Roger Posadas, who
was once the Chairman of the Department of Physics of the University of
the Philippines, but who is now a political prisoner at Camp Crame, Quezon
City.

As scientific colleagues of Dr. Posadas, we are concerned about his
welfare and about the fact that in prison he is unable to contribute to
international scientific research or to the scientific development of
your country. In the interest of international scientific cooperation,
and in the interest of alleviating your country's acute shortage of
Ph.D.-level physicists, we urge that Dr. Posadas be released from prison.

We also urge that Dr. Posadas be allowed to represent the Philippines
at the International Conference on General Relativity and Gravitation in
Waterloo, Canada next August. This would facilitate reestablishing
scientific ties between the physicists of your nation and of ours, and it
would strongly enhance Dr. Posadas' ability to contribute to future
scientific development.

- Respectfully yours,

Lo 7/ T Rt d Al

William A. Fowler Robert F. Christy
Institute Professor of Physics Professor of Theoretical Physics

Vice President and Provost of the
’ 0 —
~ ) ‘5&’ g
/&.‘i‘tzl)’%‘—\ \% -

California Institute of Technology
Maarten Schmidt, Professor of Astronomy
Chairman, Division of Physics, Mathematics, Astronomy

s



cc:

Hon. Juan Ponce Enrile
Secretary of National Defense
Camp Aguinaldo

Quezon City

Maj. Gen. Fidel Ramos

Chief, Philippine Constabulary
Camp Crame

Quezon City

Mrs. Linda S. Posadas
Department of Physics
University of the Philippines
Diliman

Quezon City
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Jan. 15, 1977
It has been a month now since liationsl Defenss Secretary
Enrile sent his recormendation for my relesse to President
Marcos, but based on our inquiries this has not yet reached
President Marcos, Hence, I am still here in prison, My
family is trying to contact people in Malascanang Palace

who could help in following up my case with the president,
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